First Nature Farmy is o family form in the Peace Country. Once a month, First Nature Farms owner Jerry Kitt writes about his experiences on the formy
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Farm News - 44(34(5%

%ay/nj Season IS over and cOnSI'derfnj Zhe
drowught, yields were /low but the guality
high. wWhat's a typical haying day like? The
best time Zo rake hay Is early in the morn/ng
when the dec is still on. The hay rake
Fleeh s wup the hay sewaths which helps
drying  and ér/njs two  swaths ZLogetlher,
caz‘i/ng éa//ng Cime in half  s:00 AM is a
good time o head out Zo the Fleld. Perched
on the seat of our 4s year old tractor is a
greal way o walch the sun rise. By ¢ AM
the hay is starting o dry and Further raking
would break of ¥ the Fine leaves and Flowers
which are so valuable For their protein
content. After the morning chores of
feeding the chickens, pigs and Zurkeys it's
time o start cutding more hay. This year T

did Somez‘/]/nj A Ve dreamed of for Zhe /QSZ(

30 vears. I éoag/zz‘ a brand rew hay cutter
(mower)conditioner). I cowldn? resist Zhe
Financing and the thought of a reliable
machine with no Bbreakdowons was Coo
appealing.  Unforiunately, “reliable” was not
Yo be the case. There must have been a
StarF pardy the night betore sy N4499 was
beilt. I had all kinds of mechanical issues.
The folks at New Yolland afer hearing of
1y Lroubles éroag/lz‘ me out a replacement
machine  which Finished all sy cutting
trowble free and then they decided Zo gve me
a brand neco one for next vear. YWonowrable!

Afternoons and eVenngs cere Spent éa/fnj.
The big, round bales ce wrapped cere #ul/
of’ perfect hay, no rain (rixed é/eSSMg) and
I knowo the bison, cattle and Pigs will ea
well this winter.

wWhat a 3reaz‘ month i1's been For /73//9 on
the Ffarrr:
customer from the Farmer s Market who

Damel, a wrider, traveller and

wanted to See where Als Ffood came Fron.
Sophie & Julia, on their one month
agricultural internship along eith Sebastian
the WWOOFer, all From éermany, Sfayed £or

August. Maxime, is an agricultural student
From an orgamic dary farm in France. e
was a gread help cith all the haying. s
brother even Showed wp For a Few days.
Then there was Thomas Karvya, the
Japanese mechanic who traveled across B.C.,
Yekon and A/lberta, volunteering on organc

Farms Zo #ix e?a/pmeni.

As I corite, a loon Jasz‘ passed overhead!

First summer holiday in 30 years! Leaving
almost
;‘mpossié/e ewhen you raise anmals. For that

the Farm  during  summer IS
reason r1y bids have never had a Swummer
holiday cith 2heir parents. But acwhile ago I
prorused them that when they graduated I
would take them /7\5/71‘173 Zo the coast. tWel/
Chis spring my dawughiter gradudated from high
school and sy Son From wniversity cwith a
7 hanks
o Che good help we had on the Farm, the
Chree of ws were able to take ofF /7\5/7//73 Zo
Kitimat and the Queen Charlotte Islands. A
successtul Crip Z was. We returned cwith

dejree in ewironmental enﬂ:‘neer/ng.

Zwo /arﬁe coolers of halibut and salmon and

/ots of 3/‘le phoz‘OS and merories.

o™ annual Ranch BBE held this month. The
annwal event? Started owd as a rodeo in 1919.
When e rmoved Zo the Farm in 1950 e

carried on the tradition (rinus the rodes). s,




