First Nature Farms is a family farm in the Peace Country. Once a month, First Nature Farms owner Jerry Kitt writes about his experiences on the farm

Farm News from April
It seemed like a good idea to fill up the
grainery with organic wheat.

Spring is a

busy time and who knows when the next
chance would be for the farmer to deliver
more wheat. The "good idea" didn't seem as
good when I got up the next morning to find
that one side of the now full grainery was
in the process of sinking in the soft spring
ground. I watched as the entire grainery was
moving, leaning more and more and was about
to spill it's load of 25 tones of wheat
($10,000) and get wrecked ($12,000) in the
process. What could be worse? The large
steel

bin

was

now

leaning

against

a

neighbouring bin, crushing its roof and still
moving.

Loose

2

bins?

What

could

be

worse? That's when the neighbour drove up
and said "those your cows on the road?
Forget the cows. We sprang into action and
with the help of the wwoofers spread out
some tarps and started auguring the wheat
out from the bin. In a hour it was empty,
saved from destruction. The neighbouring bin
would be ok. The pile of wheat on the
ground would have to wait. The cows easily
wandered back thru the "left open" gate.
Another day on the farm had started.

with healthy new piglets come the runts.
Sometimes there’s one in a litter that’s
smaller than the rest, or has issues and
would lead a challenged life if they survived.
Most commercial farmers just “bonk them
on the head”. We like to give them a chance.
three

young

women

who

are

WWOOFing on the farm now, everyone gets a
chance.

That’s why we have “Toni” in the

Toni is a runt.

Added to her piggy

problems is that she was accidently stepped
on. Toni has one eye and a broken leg.

The

girls have been caring for her, having to
bottle feed Toni several times a day.

Even

with her handicaps Toni seems to really
enjoy spending her people time. Being petted,
scratched

or

little grunts.

cuddled

brings

appreciative

Toni goes for walks and daily

visits to her pig family. She even comes
when she’s called.

Toni’s always happy to

see you in the morning although her pig
scent may sometimes be a little bold.
I had a chance to attend the national SLOW
FOOD meeting in Montreal this month and
was blown away by the incredible amount of
good work (all volunteer) the organization is
doing to try to salvage a broken food system.
The founder of Slow Food, Carlo Petrini
also attended and referred to our present
food system as “criminal”.

80% of the

oceans fish are no longer caught for food
but for fertilizers and animal feed.

One

billion people are hungry while “we” throw
away 40% of the food we produce. Corn,
sugar, vegetable oils, salmon, etc and soon
beef,

Lots of pigs being born this spring and along

With

house.

lamb

and

dairy

(alfalfa)

are

being

genetically polluted for corporate profit.
Farmers rights to plant their own seed are
being replaced by corporate patents. The list
of crimes is overwhelming but SLOW FOOD
is making such positive change. Check them
out: www.slowfoodfoundation.com
Gifts come in many forms and this month,
for the first time in many years I was
treated to the sight of a Mountain Bluebird.
Welcome to the neighbourhood!

