First Nature Farmy is v family form in the Peace Country. Once o month, First Nature Farms owner Jerry Kitt writes about his experiences ow the form.
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Sure was an easy ewinter for feeding cattle.
NSt only was the cedlher rild but our rew
system For Feeding bales  woorked gread.
While  many Farmers Feed their hay in
Corrals, we ewintered our cattle on pastire
but withowt the wse of a tractor. Last
Summer when ce Hhattled in our hay, we
spaced out some of the bales in rows of 10
in a sheltered field, then strung an electric
wire arownd all 10 bales. winter came and
when we started feed/nj we just moved Zhe
wire so they couwld munch on 10 bales ot a
Cime. After they had cleaned wp the hay we
Simply moved 2he wire and gave thes ancther
10 bales. The nice 2hing about this system
15 Chad the nutrients From Che cows and
left over hay Stay in the Field where we
want it. Showuld be good grass growing there
for a few years.

Last month I mentioned old ‘sz, the
grandmother bison cow I put in with newly
weaned bison calves. I Chought she woutld
make a good role mode/ for the young ones,
showing 2hem Hhow be calm around pecple
and 2o come when they re called. She hadn'?
caled in a couple of years but was a rice
old cow and I couldn? /et her go. It was
working gread, For awhile, but now sy plan
has backtired.

The other day when I went Zo check on
them I did my wswal call, * Moostoos,
Tidonka, Astum!” (Butfulo! Bufalo! Come
here!).  This Zime Z‘/Iey SZ‘CZ}/ed about as Ffar
aoay as they cowld be. Strange?  Upon
closer exarmination I discovered Zhe reason
why . Old “s2°, the 2¢ year old 3rdndmoz‘/zer,
had just had a calf.

Paul, our new boar escapes! It 'S not an
easy JOA Z‘a,éfnj a full sized éreed/nﬁ Bboar
From a comentional hog barn who £nows
only the confinement of steel/ papels, put
Aim in Che psuddle of a 30 acre pasture
Surrounded by a bunch of horny sSows and
expect him Co Stay by Aimself with just an
electric wire to Keep him under conrtrol.

Al owr
/9/:95 are able o /e owldoors in roz‘af/ng

DifFicult Z‘ra/nfng bett necessary.

pastures because of the portable electric
Fencing. Move Che Ffence and the pigs have
neco land 2o graze. torks great!

In the case of a boar, we hae o contro/
when he Visits Ais lady Friends so we can
even owt the number of P95 that are Born
throughout the year. We also need o select
which sows He gets o visit with. There's
also the danger of two boars £ighting. Their
sharp tusks can inflict a /ot of damage.

So I'd tell Paul,” one Step at a time . " Be
patient, it/ take a couple of weeks”. First
we had Aim in steel panels, then expanded
Che panels and introdiuced one electric cire,
hen less stee/ and sore coire, then .. At
that point Paul must of said " enowugh!”
When I went out o check on the PIgs one
morning I noticed some of the fences ewere
corecked.
of £ the fibreglass post and scaltered
everywhere. I immediately Choug/t " poose
they can do that. But no, there was Pactl.

Wires down, insulators popped

We had escaped and ended wp in the pen of
ancther boar and Ais harem of Sows. Both
boars looked OK, no injuries. Paul must have
had a few good zaps to achieve fis godl.
He's respected the Fence ever Since. Sows
and boars are noww content. New [life has

started. 3 months, 3 weeks, 3 days. Terry




