First Nature Farms is a #family farm in the Peace Country. Once a month, First Nature Farms owner Jerry Kitt writes about his experiences on the Farm.
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First Nature Farms

certified organic since 1990

IZ was the Aeﬁl'nn/ng of Ocioéer)' Z was
c//‘/'\//‘nj f’rom Edpronton a)/]eh close Zo
home I noticed a SKHFF of Snow on Che
highway. "It's a bt early” I thought.
Concern grew and so did 2he amowunt of
Snoew as I drove the /ast Few rules.

6 inches of snow! IZV melt”. But it
didn'?. Since then e ve had ancther 14+ .
Aside From pULLing an end Zo my plans
for fall Field work it created ancther
problesr.  Mud!  Normally Zhe
would be freez/ng but rnot Zhis vear.
Under that
saturated earth and now axle sinking med.
Ether e 're
Show ofr érecz(/ng f/;roag/y and ma,éing retts

3/~oanc/
/n\Sa/czZ‘/ng wel Shnoew 1S

spinning  oUl  on slippery
in mud. Boot SMC(’/ng rreed !

We shoeld have had all owr bales hact/ed
home by now but we cant get into the
flelds — pud!
ap for Z‘/]e /)/:95 /7QVe Q// éeen rooted L{p

77]3 reeo paSZ‘areS we set

and have Zurned into - mud! Owr once
Firm  gravelled drivecay - mud!  Our
boot's )
3/0\/&5 y ouUr C/of/]eS — pctd !

Forecas? For the rnext 2 weeks? ' Sroeo

\/e/]fc/eS y oUr our /vorc://, ouUr

and temperatires around zero " This may
be the £irst Zime I Ve coished For -30.

Desperate o not be Aay/nj industrial »il€
fron the stores I hooked wp the stock
Zrailer and startded Zhe \/‘oarney.

When I First met “ Brittany” (not sy
choice of names), She was pretdy S,é/nhy
bt her é’ﬁ browon eyes comvinced me She
wanted Zo Ae Qc/opz(ec/ into our f’d/yl//y

The '3 352//0/75 a day " ended wp ée/ng about
a litre on the First fr///,éfng. Disappointed?
Yes, but over time with the addition of
our best hay and treats of oals and Flax
She was «Up o a gallon a day. Enowugh
For a’r/‘n.é/nﬁ but  not enoagh 2o rmake
better and cheese.

As hard as we Cried 2o rename Aer,
nothing stuck. Wer ear tag  says
" Brittany Her bull calf's tag says
" Brittany”.  Maybe that's the probles;
She rneeds a new ear iczg.'.?

I spent a Few weeks checking ads For
rilk cows. There were a /ot of cows in
a /ot of different situations bet 7(71762//5/
Z2hat
proM/S/nﬁ)' a 2 year o/d JerSey coew
C’,omp/efe with a /itt/e éa// calf.

"3 gallons a day . Oposed to a Jersey
bull in July she would also be calving

we Sett/ed on one Sownded

aﬁcz/n rnex? /4//‘// . 7%3 on/y proé/em LOas
distance, an howur sowth of Prince éeorge
R, . hi~h

vown< mn~Fhor s hAasir<

Tim was a /itt/e 5/7y on oxygen when Ae
was born and ended wup as a botdle Fed
calf. That was 2 years ago. Now Ahe s a
/’r/enc//y é’ﬁ gety with short /itt/e /835 . We
were recording cattle ear Zag netmbers in
the corral the other day and had a pen
tied Zo the c/:? Aocv‘a/ . Most cows nove
acoay chen you approach them. Not Tim,
/7& moves /‘n, “ /o\//hg/y,“ 77/)7 decided he
needed Zhat pen on Zhe 52‘/‘/?73 and with
600 poandS of man/e ée/)/na’ /7/5 palhr of
This
made the attempt of redorc//ng ear tag
numbers very difficult.  IF I ewas a
£iction wr/ter, /7e out/d /752\/3 Z‘a,éen t/mi
pen and wrote ouwl a message. wWhat
would it say? Maybe I’/ Jet Tim will
write Che rnext " Farm News “. Jerry

cow /lips, he was going Zo get iZ.




