First Nature Farms is a #family farm in the Peace Country. Once a month, First Nature Farms owner Jerry Kitt writes about his experiences on the #arm.
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First Nature Farms

certified organic since 1990

Most pecple do not 3eZ‘ o choose Zheir
nefg/iéoar\s . We have. Just a 50 Second
walk Fror the back door is a group of 33
cales just recently ceaned +From Zheir
mothers. Close o the howse, e interact
with them ihroaghoaf Zhe o/d}/ and f/]ey
Soon learn Chal ws Aumans posSe ho Zhredd.
The rext Step /s Zo Train Them o come
when Lhey re called. * Come Boss!" If t¢he
boss cow comes, then all the rest will
Ffollow. Better 2hey come Chan be chased.

Last vear we were So impressed with owr
rew Belted 662//oa)62y Aa// ) /78 Areo/ e\/e/‘y
Female bovine on the farnr. T put out the
call for a name and after many suqgestions
Sett/ed on ! (dnc/y “.

/4\9&//7 Zhe J‘ao/gemenf a’ay arrived cohern Zhe
vet came out to’preq test’. wWe had just
2he one bull and if something had happened
(erectile dysfunction, sore back /335 s
headac he)  our not  be
pregncznz‘. T he vet had recommended that T
Aring Ahim in for Zesting before he Areed/nj
Season but T hadn?. I was getting really
nervouls when the £F1rst coew the vetl tested

cows would

was “open’. Our cows would have been
bred owt on the 3/‘6221.17\9 lease which s
2000 acres of Fforest and meadocws. 7The
coew and éé(// ooet/d /7QVe a /ot oFf Searc’,/?/nj
Zo do 2o find each other. I was relieved
when the 27 one tested ” Pregrant " and the
39 and 47, and 5. Owut of 44 Females

Zested, 40 were bred. MNice Joé Iy dnc/y_/

7773 SowS /oo,éec/ So pregnani. 777& /onﬁ
range Forecast /ooked prom/ang except for

one [1itt/e o//p Zo —2F C. 7773 wa/‘z‘/ng 3&/&'8

was on. The mild weather kept happening
and the Sows éepi /70/0’1‘/73 back. 7 he
wedalherman casn changing Ais rind. 7 he
Freeze wouwld /as? 3 days. The sows
present situation was created 3 months, 3
T cowldn? blare
2he boar For 3eff/n5 the forecast? ewrong.
The cold weather struck and as Feared,
Zhat \5 when the sSows 362\/8 é/rz‘/y. One of
Che Craits I look Ffor in Sows Is the
instinct 2o nest

weeks and 3 days ago.

and not Zo lay on
ZAhe éaéfes. 7 oo ,A

cold Zo /Dee,é :
inside  we  just
wQ/‘Z‘eo/ anz‘// f/?e
Lwar” eat her

returned, hoping.

Those sows fnecw chat 2hey coere doing.
There s lots of healthy new pigs running
arowund. " Northern \//joar " i/?ey call 2.

A i/)oaghz‘ Z was doing the mowuse «a
favour. Trapped in an empty plastic pail, iZ
Zook one toss and he was Ffree. That ‘s
when I realized sy ristake. I had been
a/o/ng the chicken chores. In rno time Zhe
chickens were after it and Soon the mowuse
was nabbed Ay the one of the hens who was
noeo Z‘ry/‘ng o owlrun the other hens who
also wanted a piece of Che action. 7 he
commotion éroag/'/f all the other birds owt
From the hen house. tWhat I 2hought was a
mellow group of eqg /ay/nﬂ vegetlarian hens
had terned into a Frenzied mod of avian
carnivores. In less than a rinute the mouse
was gone and then the chickens cent about
as £ noz‘h/nﬁ happened. Now I Know Zheir
secret. Ive heard bacon can cause a Sirvlar
reaction amonq other veqelarian SpeciesS. .




