First Nature Farmy is o family form in the Peace Country. Once a month, First Nature Farms owner Jerry Kitt writes about his experiences ow the farmy

Farm News — March

Most pecple are able o plan their holidass -
Just pick a day and when that day comes -
leave. Not so if you ‘re a livestock Farmer.
In order 7o go anyehere I hae Zo make
sure there are a least two pecple to look
atter the animals Cand each other). A week
betore the departure date I had only one
confirmed person o stay on the Farm
(Sebastian From Germany). One person? Trip
was ofF! Then two girls (Zraveling arowund
Zhe world) said they could come. Great -
Zrip was on! But then their ride fell 2hre.
The Zrip was ofF Then *Andre From
olland” who had Spent the previous month
with wus was wunable 2o go 2o s next farm
and asked i he could stay longer. Perfect!
7 he Z‘r/p WaS éac(’ on.

All the feed for the P95 had Zo be rixed in
advance (arowund Fifteen tonnes) and bales to
Che bison and cattle delivered (over 30
Zonnes). wWe managed 2o get ¢ all done But
lwo  dass before departire, the /ignl‘z‘/on
Switch broke on the water Zruck. My

mechanic Said ” Sorry, 5{9 d‘oé, no time'". That

meant e could not bring cdter to the pigs.
Bummer—- agan the Zrip was off. wWith a
Count down of less than 45 howurs before
rty Grande Prairie /’/{9/7(‘ would whisk re ofF
(prepaid) 2o sy organic tour of Cuba (also
prepaid), how could I give it all up because
of an igntion seitch? Then I managed 2o
lake apart Zhe Steering column and start the
truck with a par of needle-nose vice grips.
Herray - 2rip was back on!  And that ‘s 2he
way it stayed wunti/ the next day cwhen I
hopped on the plane o Cuba. Also amazing was the

3reaz‘ L/’05 everyone did of cari,g For the farm while I was 50/76.’
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First Nature Farms

certified organic since 1990

And how was Cuba? Very impressive! My son
& I had signed wp for a tour of the " organc
side” of Cuba, orgaszed éy Kon Berezan (The
Urban Farmer). It cwas Ffascinating o see hoew
different ¢he
compared o Canada. Many of Zhe research

agr/‘ca/iara/ policies  are

Facilities we visited were geared Zo /felping the
Common Farmer, not industry. Solutions o
insect problems were found in nadure radher
than chemistry. The government would give /and
o amone who Signed wup Zo be a Ffarmer.
Agricultural was encouraged coithin the city
limits and surrowunding areas.” Self sutficient”
and " sustanible” are the themes of the *neco”
agriculture.  In Canada the ratio of energy
wused to Food enerqy created /s 101 In Cuba

iZ is as high as v3o 11!

Traffic jam in Goodfare. Since the oil and gas
industry  has Slowed down, so has the
industry traffic. Lately I Ve been Seeing about
one vehicle every couple of days - nsice. So
the other morning when I had Zo deliver pigs
& ¢ AM, I wasn 2 expecz‘/ng amy delays. But
here I ewas, 15 €1/ hr down a lonely country
road, not a vehicle in sight, following a moose
who refused o move of ¥ the road.

New addition to the family - " Jack™ the Irish
Wolthound pup. Jack arrived Zo the Farm
when he was § weeks oldy, a mere 20 pounds.
I's been a feco years since we had a [itt/e dog
around and there's a Few puppy traits I had
Forqgotten about. Puppy breath, sharp [itt/e
teeth (Lhat clamp arownd your big toe), and the
wunexpected puddles and sormelimes worse.
TE's been two weeks since Jack arrived. He's
doing cwell and comes when he ‘s called. Jerry




