First Nature Farmy is o family form in the Peace Country. Once a month, First Nature Farms owner Jerry Kitt writes about his experiences on the formy
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First Nature Farms

certified organic since 1990

Bison move Zo new pasture. IZ may not
Sound too exciting but it is if you're the
one moving the bison!  Their new pasture
happened o be on the other Side of Zhe
courty road which meant that the herd of
almost 100 anmals had o cross the road at
an intersection. Free to chooSe they could
go rnorth, east or west in which case they
would travel miles to " who knows chere’.
I warted them o go south so I set up a
portable fence across the intersection
A/oc(’ing all traffic. I then called thes
" Moostoos, Talonka, Hstwur!"
" buffulo, buffulo, come here!” I then
walked ahead of the herd hoping Lhey cwould
Ffollotw me across the narroww Fenced alley.
They did. As I ewas ewalking and calling I
could see them ganing on me. I starled
wa/@'ng faster. So did 2hey. Soon the whole

herd of bison coere rann/nj around e,

Mean/nﬂ

including our tewo, one ton bulls. Keeping by
back to them T heped that Z‘/Iey would not
Mot me  over. The whole herd passed
it howt incident.

I¢ was a good day For thesm and me. Their

new pasture Is almost a rile /onj.

Being a farmer I have 2o pay alention o e
wedather report so I can anticipale The
needs of the anmals.” Snow, accumeulations
of 2-4 centimetres’ the Fforecast said. So
By the time it
stopped Snowing e had 14 ihches.

much For predictions.

During the summer I Zook a ¢ year old
ne{g/léoar Aoy //’5/]/775. Aacéy Aimy Ae was
Che only one out of four of us who caug/t
any £15h, Five little perch. e didnt want to
kill them so we kept them alve in a buckel
So he could show Ais mom. By the tine we
got fome it was lade and I didn % wawid to
clean them either so I durped them into
our dugout. As cinter cwas approaching I
kept Z‘/w'nf/ng about those £ish :éhoa)/'ng ZAhat
2o Keep therm alive they needed oxygen. I had
Zo aerale the dugout. No simple Zask. The
pump (cohich I had to rebuild) was at least
a guarter riile from Che dugout so I had Zo
ran a hose that distance. Weeks passed
betore I was Finally ready. By that time ice
had Formed on Che dajoaz‘ -1 ¥ inches 2o be
exact. I knew that because I had to pet
the aeralor in the center of the dugout Cig
Feet deep). I wsed a couple of planks Zo
spread the weight. As I walked owt the $O
Feet, the ice Started cracking arowund me. I
made it o the ruddle, chopped a hole and
dropped the end in. Back on Shore I
reflected on how much cwork (and stress)
was involved in Chis project. >//fnd5/;9/lz‘ said
" I showld have cleaned those £ish'.

American pork impords threaten First Nature
7 he por(’ has been
Mot/fnj into Vancower and Some stores have

Farms ' /9/:9 operczz‘ion.

been 5w,‘ic/7/n5 lo the cheaper alternative.
Most of owur income comes Fror ra/'anﬂ

/9{95 and Vancowver /s our /arﬁeSZ‘ rarket. ey




