First Nature Fawrmy is v family form inv the Peace Country. Once o month, First Nature Farms owner Jerry Kitt writes about his experiences o the form.
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First Nature Farms

Farm News from Jwune

What a difference a bt oF ran can
make! What started owtd as a droug/it
guickly changed chen over a 3 day period,
s inches of rain ?aenc/?ea/ Zhe crac(in3
Spring earth. The plants responded coith
Silent shouts of* Go +for iZ!" sprouting
net Seeds and lush leaves. The diversity
of the forests and Flelds were waiting
for thAis ran.  With most species on
holdy we were eventually recoarded cuith
Song birds with content bellies, dust
free ar and moS?aiz‘oé . The creeks
which had become standing  puddfes
started f’/oa.)/nj Cand ﬂooa//ng n Some
wreas). Ths ran was whad was needed
and cerdainly c/mnge_o/ 2he owtlocok For

2he surmmer. I ¢hink T g/t go haying.

Boys and therr Zoys. Some  farm
expenses just can ? wat and Ive been
PULLing one of ¥ for years. At least once
a week I had o hook wup to the old
stock Crailer (brand new cwhen T éoaghz‘
D). Every amimal thad we ever raised had
Zaken a Zrip in Chad Crailer. Some arr/w‘n3
o Cthe farm, most leaing the Farm. 43e
had Zaken its Zoll woith the trailer, doors
that reguired pry bars to open or close,
rust that had turred to see Zhrowgh
holes, the wooden Floor which Smelled
The £inal straco
was when the Craler caused sy Cruck

pe_l‘/ylanenf/y //.,ée “ /’arm “.

wires 2o melt. I /ove r1Y e Zrailer.

When you 2alk about balls on Pigs one
eoetld normally be referr/'ng Zo Zlesticles
That's not aleays the case
with Free  rangng  pigs  who  epjoy
Fine Cunng Zhe
consistency of the mud is vidal For
As 2he
wdllows dry, the rud becomes thick.

on 504}\5 .
wa//ow/ns in the riud.
creczz‘/nj Zhe ideal walloww.

then 2the piq Zries rolling in the mud,
rather than washing of#y the rud sticks
Zo the 29 especially to Zhe /on3 hairs a
the botlor of the Zal. There 2 dries
wunti/ the pig decides to have another mud
bath and eventually the meud on the Zail
gets  larger and larger and eventually
develops into a large ball. Ive Seen Some
Che size of’ a large melon.

6&&‘/‘/73 these rmud balls of F is no simple
matter. IF you try o pull Lhem off, it
herds and 2he pig very ?aicé/y learns rot
lo let humans approach +From belind.
Ive heard of one farmer cwho Justified
¢his proé/e/y/ as an excuse to cut ofF
the tails of the pigs (called " docking’
and happens to all commercial pigs). Our
Solution imvolves a bit more work. bvery
morning @@ feeding time, while the pig is
distracted, we Sneak wp belind cwith a
bottle of wdater and pour it onto Che
base of the Zal. Eentually the mued
Soflens and the mud ball falls ofF
much 7o the relier of Zhe afFlicted
animal. When it comes o L/AOAS on the

farm, expect Che tnexpected.
Jerry




