First Nature Farmy is o family form in the Peace Country. Once a month, First Nature Farms owner Jerry Kitt writes about his experiences on the formy
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For awhile 2his Spring Zhe Season was Starting
ofF with a a/roaﬁﬁz‘. “ Only a )i inch of rain Since
iZ raned last year! Y Yew fa/cé/y z‘/w'ngs can
change.  then the forecaster sad “rain’ I
thowght, ‘oh ya, I heard that before.” Four
inches of rain lader, then came ancther § inches
The situation ?a/c(//y
C/7an3£c/ Fror c/roag/‘lz‘ Zo Fflood. The heavy Shoew

of heary el Shoco.

Aroag/n‘ down all the piq Fences, snapped many
trees which Fell on the cattle fences and also
landed on the power [line cutting of X Zhe
electricity (and the neco high Speed interned). The
/9/35 were e\/erywhere, in the Ffeed bins, Separated
boars were nowo ﬂgﬁz‘/‘n\g, Sows wandering out to
the road. The caltle were a rile Ffrom home.
The 4300 s59. Fool poultry shelter which I was
p/ann/ng o pasture sy chickens in collapsed to
Zhe grownd. Then the wwdaler leve! starded FiSing.
7 he 79 houses which were £illed with dry straco
2he previous day cere now Filled with wdter. At
2:30 in the Morn/ng we had Co rescue Sore rneco
born piglets as the cwater stated surrowunding
their house. OF course their mother would not
/et wus into her house Yo steal her babies So e
had o Tip her house up on end, calch the
Sguealing babies, carry them away 2o high growund
cwith the very angry mother sloshing behind ws.
In the morning there was a fool of wdler in
2heir house, later that day it had Floated acvay.
My 100 chicks cere Fine in Lheir brooder barn wup
wunti! their wdder ran out. The 100 Foot deep
well was wuseless cithout electricity. That's
anct her story. One ¢hing I eas very 2hankful For
was Craig 2he WWOOFer who had decided o
experience a month of furm life. Like I 2el/
every WWOOFer,” Expect the unexpected”
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The cwdalers swbsided, the pocoer eventually
returned, the cattle came back, the wel/
sStarted wor(/‘ng and we were lefl with Zhe
‘st of 2hings Zo do o get back to * normal”.
Unfortunately it was a new one, in addition to
the normal list which wsually takes wp the
day. IZ ‘s been a very éaSy month.

Chicken Shelters are now wpright  and
improvements Aave made o make them better
2han ever. The chickens are now moved Fronr
their brooder barn to green pasture and are
/ow‘nﬁ 2. This is sy 32" bateh oF orgamc
chickens and the best vet.

The push was now on to get Zhe brooder barn
ready for the turkey chicks. That wrgency
became even more urgent when the phone call
came to say they coould be hatching a day
early. This was also the time that Y oger

from Switzerland” Flec in. This was & ogers

F

37 visit Yo the Ffwrm. The das's pace cwas
steady, /onj hours with short Areaks, mVing
chickens, shovelling bedding, cleaning, mixing
feed, etc. It was only after we had everything
ready Ffor the turkeys when another phone call

came, " shord hatch, expect 2herm next week”.

Grizzly bear in the neighbourhood! I managed
o calch a glimpse of the bear when I went
to pick up the seed drill from sy neighbour.
He-she was around 3 years old and a beactdifed/
dark copper color. 4/2‘/704(3/7 we Ve in an area
that is home to both grizzlies and black bears,
we rarely have any problesms with them.




