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Farm News from Selpz‘eméer

>’/anz‘/n3 season has arrved and our norsally
?az‘ez‘ road 15 See/nj lots of new Zraffic. Uswally
tewo quys in a pickup truck. It's easy to Zel/
the hunters From the locals, they don ¢ Zend o
wave. Al of owr land is posted “No #anz‘/nj "
not Chat I rind Aunters but I like Yo offer Zhe
wildlife a place where they can take retfige and
fee! safe. Since 1950 Zhe Ffarm 304/ has been o
protect and o enhance our natural 5/'odz'Ver5/Z‘y "
I wunexpectedly did some ’/zanz‘/nj T ot sy oeon
the other day on my way o Zowwn. As I was
a(r/\//ng down Che jra\/e/ road I noticed a group of
grouse on 2he side of the road. As I passed
one of ther Fleco wup, hit the side of my pickup
and then twumbled into the box dead. %anz‘/ng
can't get much easier than that! I thought of
the WWOOFers back ad home and how they
right enjoy Some Fresh grouse for supper!

I fept driving and eventually #orgot about the
grouse in the back oF Y 2ruck wunti! later, o
highway Speeds, the ewind caught the bird and
Sent it /’/y/nj from »ty 2ruck box onto the road.
The traffic behind me changed my menu plans
For the evening. We had pork roast instead.

Not oo many molorists get to idle down the road
with a herd of bison in front of thes. Three months
back I trucked my thirdy bison yearlings in a Zrailer to
a neighbours pasture four miles away. Ever since then
T wondered * how arr T 30//75 Zo 3ei Chem back?” You
need a pretty elaborate set of corrals to load them
into a trailer so I decided o open wp the gade, /et
Cherm loose, and head Chem in Che direction of home.
They were doing Fine just slowly munching their way
horme until a vehicle From the opposite direction cane,
Saco the herd and thouglit they cwould Zry and stop
Chem. My arm waving didn ? help. e ended wup Azzcé/ng
into a driveway where I had just set wup a Fence,
cauglt the fence cwith Ais bumper and took the fence
down. The bison were confused and took of ¥ into an
adjacent Field. After the truck Cand 2he next one after
thad) had lef? T got Zhem back onto the road chere
Chey continued munching their cway back  home.
Compared Zo being hawled in a Zrailer, I 2hink they
guite epjoyed their Zrip back home. I knoeo I did.

Sad to see Daisy go. Daisy was our heiter calf
born last yvear o Buttercup our orulk cow. She
was due o hae her own calf Soon and once Chat
happened she couwld start ée/ng rrlbed. The
Choug/rt of Ahaving Zwo il cows was a /itt/e
overwhelrming.  Een with one cow we Sometlimes
get backed wp in our smilk supply and 2he #ridge has
had Zo store wup to five of the glass gallon jars.
AL that point the pigs get lucky.

Some cows can be So wild that Z‘/ley‘// Cake ofF
when you get within half a mile of 2hem. O2her
cows can be So lame Chal you can rest your head
aganst  them while you Sgoueeze their Zeals For
half an howur. The difference /s the amount of
time you spend Craining Chem. We spent a lot of
time with Daisy, halter Craining her, AraS/il‘nj her and
leading her arowund the pasture.

The neco owoners Just called me yesterday. Daisy
Just had a little bull calf.

Three months, three ceeks, and Lhree days ago “O/d
Faithted” our old boar must have had the time of
Ais life. Now I Aave Aa,éy P95 like TVe never had
before. Cute beyond words, the hundred and £ty
plus little piglets are just starting Zo leave Zhe
satfety of their homes Zo Stard exploring Zheir neco
world.  Once 2hey get brave 2hey cill go through
their delinguent stage chere they will verture wnder
the Ffences into places they Shoiiddn ? be like 2he
Z‘arfey pens and feed boxes. Once Z‘/]e.y‘re. weaned
IV teach them about electric Fencing.  In the
spring after I Ve spent fordy to Fiftly thousand
dollars #eeding them I should have no shortage of
pork. My concern is " what if I have a surplus?”

Somez‘/]/ng has 5/00(30’ nYy  Cowws.
Grizzly? Woles? Hunters? Normally they all stay
Cogether in a herd grazing away the Summer months
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on the 2000 acres lease. Now they are scattered
all over the couwuntry. I Ffound one group Sixteen
Kilometres from home. It is not an easy job
herding cows through the Fforest so I " heping
2hat in sy next " Farm News' I can write " Cows
come homel”  Till then, Terry




