First Nature Farms is a +amily arm in the Peace Cotntry. Once a month, First Nature Farms owner Jerry Kitt writes abottd his experiences on the +arm.
We acknowoledge the homeland of Che many diverse First Nations and Mélis pecple whose ancestors have walfed Lhis land Since time immemorial.
We are grateful 2o work, live and learn on the traditional territory of Treaty §.
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Some peop/e 5ei excited aboud See/ng deer.
! Not wus and defintely not

oy Cwo c/ogS Galeleo and
F/:—garo. 777&}/ ‘\/e Seen So
many deer 2hat 2hey ve just

~ come Co accepl Them as
part of’ i/?e ne/ﬂhéoar/zooc/ Unfortunately,
not a 3ooc/ part, especially if" 3 acres of your

farm 1S devoled ‘o groeoing Veﬂez‘aé/e\s .
Lettuce and carrots rest taste pretty ﬂooc/
because they cerlanly ate a /ot last year!
What to do? Enter Coco, our 20 pound
Sitsw/terrier cross. There s noz‘/ﬁng that
bothers her more than the 5/:3/7{ of deer in
2he yard (maybe S?a/‘rre/5>. When e release
Zhe éahé/nﬁ FlethF ball From the patio door
she rps Z‘/?fodﬂ/? Zhe snoww and puts Zhe
unsuspecting deer on the run, back to the

habitat cohere Z‘/?ey Ae/ong. Too bad she s so

shord becawse She ends wup
recnning Z‘/)ﬁo&(j/? the Srnoeo
instead of on top of iZ. That
handicap  doesn ¢ Slow  her
dowon. Even blinded éy Zhe sroeo
she Still con't rest wunti/ she
can ‘f See ancther deer!

IF yout coere /oo,é/ng at the instrument pane/
of rry VW Golf vout ewoctld Lhink it was part
Christmas Tree becawse almost every
warn/nﬁ //:9/75 rs /it Up. Not the £irst Zime
be defintely the last. There 's a neew car
on the farm which doesn? burn diesel or
gas. My necw Subarc Solterra is Fully
electric. e did the math: % pl‘c(’ap z‘raa(
wUses 0-30 of diese/ o drive one ;é//omeie/‘,
Che VW wuses b0.12/km. The electric car
uses £0.01s worth of electricity when coe

charge it a home. So far, my Saings in
fue/ alone has almost covered
ry  First  payment. A 4
incomwenient o CL/?cv‘ﬂe but T |
must be Spoiled. 53/76}/ years -
ago, Zhe /Oeop/e on Chs Farm .

were r/'a//ng Hhorses Zo Zoeon.

Our PIgS are never bored, there's
aleoays 50mei/7/n3 Zo do and
demolition seems Zo be a popilar
pastime. TH's month we Ve been

Chey give birth in ( f’arrow/ng
hetd's). We move the crecked ones into the
warm shop. wWith the addition of a stee/
Frame, insulation and pant, they are betler
than nee. Therel! be wmmm
[ots of /0/5 babies born
before these Aowses
need repar aga/n.’

Who woutld have 5/70413/71‘ 2hat 2he * Farm
News' cowld make swch a difference in
peop/ e ‘5 /ves ! I can ‘f
apprecialion the Cuban Farmers feel for
Chose who donated Co help Chert o seutch
o solar. Some as dornaled as /7/:9/7 as
L1000 There woitld be sSriiles, /74(35 , meals
and [ifetime friendships. That s why I Keep
30/‘/@ back! T asked rry Friend in Cuba how
Z‘/)/‘nﬂ\s are 30/'/75, Yere IS5 his rephys:

//y;ag/ne Zhe

“Jerry we are facing now a very bad situation here in the country. The cars
are not running anymore. The most of the people that works in Varadero
are without job and sitting at home. But the situation with the poorest is
terrible, not only because the energy problems, they can not afford to
purchase the minimal supplies for living, specially the food. In general, we
are not living a real life, we just surviving.”

Dr. C. Jesus Manuel Iglesias Gémez
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Dear Friends and Supporters,

We are writing with deep gratitude to thank you for standing with
us in the early days of the SOLidarity With Cuban Farmers
initiative. Your generosity and belief in this work have already made
a powerful impact.

Since launching our project on February 23rd—just after our group
returned from a two-and-a-half-week tour visiting small-scale
farms, organiponicos, and other agro-ecological sites across
Cuba—we have raised an incredible $39,000 CAD. This milestone
belongs to all of you who have contributed to a worldwide effort to
support our Cuban brothers and sisters, while offering a direct and
tangible solution to food and energy insecurity on the island.

These funds are now being mobilized to support the procurement
and installation of solar energy systems on small farms, including
panels, essential components, and technical assessments. At a
time when Cuba is facing a severe fuel and economic crisis—
intensified by the ongoing U.S. blockade—your support is helping
farmers access reliable, renewable energy to sustain food
production and strengthen community resilience.

We are especially encouraged to share that two solar projects are
already underway, in their early stages: one site in Matanzas
province and one family farm in Sancti Spiritus province. In
addition, other installations are now in the planning process. The
progress we have made together represents not just infrastructure,
but hope: the ability for farmers to irrigate crops, preserve food, and
reduce dependence on scarce and costly fuel. These small farms
and co-operatives, which produce up to 80% of the nation's food
on just 20% of its agricultural land, feed not only their families, but
their neighbourhoods and communities.

During our time on the island, we saw firsthand both the challenges
food producers face and the ingenuity and determination with
which they meet them. In fact, these farmers have been trailblazers
in the agro-ecology movement for decades, demonstrating ways to
grow healthy and abundant crops with minimal access to fertilizers,
pesticides, and large machinery. Now, without fuel and a reliable
power supply, Cubans are adapting yet again, and many farmers
have already begun the transition to solar energy—they just need
a helping hand. Our initiative was created for this very purpose, and
your contributions are directly supporting the people and
communities we had the privilege to work alongside and learn from.

This is only the beginning. As these first projects move forward, we
will continue to share updates, stories, and opportunities to stay
engaged. Your support is helping to build something important,
lasting, and rooted in solidarity.

From all of us, thank you for making this possible. Muchas gracias.
In solidarity,
Equipo SOLidarity, With Cuban Farmers

Naomi, Ron, Nairn, Courtney, Josh (Canada) and Chucho, Eduard, Juan
(Cuba)

Cuban Farmers
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Who we are...

SOLidarity With Cuban Farmers is a grassroots project

§ (launched in February 2026) organized by a group of
Canadians and Cubans working toward energy and food
security for small-scale, organic farmers in Cuba.

We work in partnership with Cuban NGOs like the Antonio
Nufiez Jiménez Foundation (FANJ) in Sancti Spiritus and
with small solar companies based in Cuba (providing
equipment and expertise) to facilitate the procurement and
installation of solar systems on farms, organiponicos (urban
market gardens), and other agro-ecological sites across the
island.

What we do...

We are raising funds to purchase solar installations to
ensure small-scale family farms—which constitute 20-30%
of Cuba’s total agri land while producing 70-80%
of the nation’s crops—can continue feeding their families,

i and ities amid the fuel crisis
and ti ing of the US i Each system
will cost between $4000 - $6000 USD (depending on the
farm) and will power pumps, generators, and other
equipment— guaranteeing farm resilience and energy/food
security for years to come.

All funds raised will be used for:

* An initial on-farm technical assessment to ensure that
each solar system will best meet the farm family's needs

The purchase of solar panels, inverters, batteries (when
appropriate) and all wiring and hardware, and in some
cases, irrigation pumps designed to run on solar power

How you can help...

Scan the QR code or visit the website below
to learn more about our initiative and make
a donation to assist Cuban farmers in

Installation support to the farmer by qualified solar N N )
feeding their nation.

technicians and training/follow-up for ongoing
maintenance and troubleshooting

In solidarity. Gracias.

.theurbanfarmer.ca/solidarity

0 @solidaritywithcubanfarmers

SOLidarity With Cuban Farmers




